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THE PANAMA CANAL
FORCE

By FREDERIC J HASKIN

IVTHE

SpeW ORKspealeBw The TOfc MB BonH
Culebra Canal Zone July 4 The

one gets from a stay among the
men who constitute the American ewr
Sent of the fettaitan canal force is
every man seems to feel himeeK tile
owner of tile canal cod b anxious to
get the Job completed as sees as possible
In order that be may begte te get Income
from It instead of suffering a perennial
outgo
Americans connected with tbe tadertak-
tns to deadly te earnest He te proud of
the record that te being made sad seen
to be imbued with tbe desire to have a
hand in tine making af this record TIle
tine for loafers time servers drunkard
and shirkers Is

on a year aow The tedueemoats
which can be belt out are strong onoqch
to attract good mama aad the tonim-
ao longer find itself nader tile necessity
of tolerating tecompeteaee er MMter
once The men

cup that ewers than for the canal
soon fend themselves eaaaed as they
say OB Ute isthanu when a mesa loses his
position Now and then you see one of
these r
has ben refaced ta posittoa He tg tIN
only man on Ute isthmus that baa a word
to say agatest the work He threatens
all sorts of exposures He wW tell you
that be has a friend Congress MIll
that he te to have an tevesUcatlsn
that will reveal shameful coadWoac He
perhaps intends goto to Peru or
other place where they pay good wagon
and appreciate good men that ta K

get the passage money But vrttbout
exception it te an a kick because be has
lost a Job or has beeR dropped to a lower
position

Everybody else Is sattsaed Most of tbe
men in the construction work are an old
hands at the business They leave come
in from everywhere Some of them have
spent years in construction work fat trop-
ical countries aad can themselves trop-
ical Bat they have no aversion
to hard work Years of residence te the
tropics have inured them to climatic con-
dition and years of experience have
taught them to nth for then health
They have known conditions elsewhere
and are qualified to speak Without ex-
ception they win teU you that they male
more money and have every condttian of
construction work better than anywhere
else they have ever bees I met a

of one of the big dtrt yards tbe
one at Pedro Miguel where they make-
up tbe dirt trains for tbe big damp at

Boca He told me be had neon on
construction work in tile United States
in Peru in BeHvte Ecuador and Brazil
and that nowhere had he beeR able to
save as much money as on Ute isthmian
canaL He said that everything that men
could reasonably ask was given them
I beard the same thins tram a
sources from men who have opportunity
to know At the La Beca damps I met
several men who had beta on construc-
tion work la tbe States for years and
they without exception declared that
conditions down here 24M tend miles
from Xew York were better then they
had ever known aa ceastruettoa jabs
in the very heart of Ute States

From tb chief engineer dowa It mini
that the best talent obtainable baa been

The engineers of the construction
are a

their respective field For Instance Civil
Engineer Sartlte has charge of the
experiments at the Gatnn Dam was se-

lected for that work became of hie proves
ability in oonneeUon with tbe WachWetts
Dam near Boston aa engineering

of a stellar nature as the construc-
tion of the Onto tam These men also
know bow to get all hands under them
to doing a maximum amount of work and
are accomplishing wonders by combining
the Intelligent direction of those higher
up with the mate strength and awkward-
ness of the Bbtorate Spaniard and tile
ignorant West Indian negro

Nearly every American member of the
force has some pet ambttton ta comes
don with the work There Js Cape
Mtchaelson of the big seagoing dredge
Ancon which use suck up a halfmiinoa
ruble yards of earth a month and carry
it out to sea His pet ambition Is to pilot
the first ship through the canaL He says
he intends to stick to tile work until the
job is finished If his health allows and
then he hopes to be the heed pilot at the
big celebration when the canal te antoned

Another employe with a worthy ambi-
tion is Paymasters Clerk Page He al
ready has the record of being the
employe in point of service OB tile eaaaL
He has ben connected with tile canal
project for twentytwo years He was

regime and was inherited by the new
company with the other aeeets of the
canaL He was employed by the Ameri
cans wben they began operations and
wants to see the Job tetebed He can
pay off as many men te a gives time as
any man on the isthmus and the

as fourleaved clovers
There are nearly white people in

the Canal Zone oat of a total population
of more than XJ6 Of these about
are women and 1OW are children who live
In Canal Commission quarters About 17-
per cent of white men in tbe Zone are
aliens mostly Spaniards and Italians but
only a very small per cent of the women
sad children are not Americans The
working force averages about iS6 men
with the Canal Commission and about
6 60 with the Panama Railroad

1IIW are at work Mt UM ex
cavations On dredging there are some
5 at work On other contributory con-
struction work there are about 5W

making a force of approximatelya 09 at work on Ute construction work
of all kinds on the canal

Tiere are sOshUy more than all women
employed n the canal of whom about M
per cent are with tile commfesioa and the
remainder are with the Panama Railroad
The highest salary paid to a woman te

175 a month and the tweet ML The av
erage Is about It te not the policy
of the commission to employ many wom-
en and those It does employ are mainly
related to mm living in married quar-
ters who furnish tbem a home The on
mission Ads that tt weald cost more
proportionately to fnrntsb homes for
women than for men

No one can imagine tile difficulties that
beset the Americans who manage tile
great work of digging the caaaL Many fa
the day when It rein two or three inches
in an hour or two Of course this makes
veritable seas of mud of the big damps
where they deposit the excavated ma
terial and these seas are almost without
bottom To atop bauHog until these dried
out would be out of the question for tt
Would cut down tbe total monthly ex-
cavations very seriously On the other
hand to run then dirt trams OH the
dumps means that many of them will
literally sink Into the mud Yet the dump
foremen the yardmasters and the others
in command courageously take the re-
sponsibility and thework goes forward
Sometimes it Is hours and hours before
they can get a train oS of a sunken
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track but here te the Canal Zone no one
ever says die and the work goes merrily
on rate or ao ram

No te the States ever saw it rain
much harder than it did here one day
not ago In lees than two hours
nearly three inches of rain had
And yet when I asked the division super-
intendent bow much dirt they had gotten
out of Cutebra that day he handed me
tile cheering information that it had
mounted to 4M cubic yards of material
which Ia at UM rate of LmO cubic yards-
a mooch for cufebra Cut alone Riding
on a dirt train after a rain I asked the
conductor how he managed to keep his
orders dry while suck a downpour was
falling Orders be hasgedr he replied-
I have to curry everything in mind

when these rates falL Even rubber coats
win nat keep ee dry during these Pan
ama rates And be went on his way
staging as If be didnt mind such a
abowor more than duck would

The engineers of the canal
bold tbe record as being about the only
people te the employ of tbe United States
who ever conducted a successful strike
against the government for higher wages
They w re geltteg UK a month with six
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weeks leave with pay and Quarters be-

sides but they thought It was sot enough
They struck aad the force dwindled from
sixtySve to thirteen New mea were

but things dM not go well and the
President aad his advisers decided to give
them their present wages JJW per month
This brought aH the other classes of
steam shovel and trate men proportionate
increases

The average length of time Americans
stay OB the isthmus te a little more than
two years There te something enervating
in the climate winch together with the
lack of opportunities for rational diver
sion seems to make a man after he has
been here two or three years have long
ings for home which be cannot overcome

wot season the winds seem so
laden with that they pass men
by unable to cool their brows On the
whole it te very depressing though it te
not unhealtbfnL

A construction eagteeer who has to be
out in the hot sun all day long told me
that in the twenty months he has been
on the isthmus be had never had a head
ache from heat Sunstrokes are all but
unknown

On the whole Uncle Sam has employed-
on this great lob as a force of work
ers as can be found anywhere These
men are terribly ia earnest Before them
the dirt Is lying barriers are being broken
down and tbe promise of hope is being
redeemed by the assurance of success
This canal force is indeed a noble army
and there can be no doubt that It will
succeed te cutting the mighty ditch that
will jots ta wedlock the waters of the
two greatest oceans of the globe
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IN THE ATTICB-

y TEMPLE BAILEY

Mb Cynthias atttc was fragrant with
aromatic herbs Little bags of lavender
and of dried rose leaves hung from the
rafters and mingled their delicate per-
fume with its toarser aroma of sage and
sweet marjoram and thyme and summer
savory

OB autumn afternoons the attic was
golden with stmsbtae and from the little
peaked window one could see the tong
white read and the blue hflts beyond
It was to this fragrant and goldHeat

ed attic that Miss Cynthia would come
when tile summer rush was over and in
Its peace and qtriat try to forget that
she was won and Wonted and withered

At thirtyfive use should sot be
and withered Bat hard lives do not

make for youth and freshness and Miss
Cynthia had always drudged Work had
been the watchword OR the farm and
when prosperity come ta later years
the habit of keeping summer boarders
had become Used and eves after the
death of her patents yUss Cynthia bad
continued H

list with September came rest and
freedom and It then that Mine Cyn-
thia sought the attic and wrote In her
diary

TIle diary was a sate outlet for her
There were pages blotted with

Ute tears she bed shed when she bad
the volume of her first romance

and two leaves on whtck she led peened
a poetic swan song of affection were
pinned together with a mack pin

Miss Cynthia had oldfashioned ideas
abut love Sbe bad loved once and
benoe there could be ao other affair It
mattered nothing that the man in the
ease was married and bed grown fat and
puny and uninteresting It was not the
man but tbe Idea and to that idea Miss
Cynthia was true

To be ao second suitor had
her life so that there had been no

severe tax upon her constancy But the
roses had gone out of her cheeks when
she was twenty and she had twisted
her hair to an uncompromising knot and
bad at that early date given herself up
to immrnlnc and to memories

Youre sflly Martha Ann told her
one bright September as Miss
Cynthia with her black diary ia her
band prepared to ascend to the attic

Why dont you go out and visit and
have a good time Instead of writing ia
that dark old placer

Martha Ann was as old and privileged
servant hot Cynthia would brook
no interference her acts of afflic-
tion

I dont think good times my por-
tion Martha Ann she said and went
up the stairway thoughtfully

Halfway up she penned to say Make
a good vegetable soap for teach Martha
Ana m throw down a bench of my
herbs Soup will taste en a eon
day

Love wrote Miss Cynthia in her
little book Is of mats We a thing
apart Us womans whole existence

When she had rounded off the last prim
letter she bit the end of her pencil and
sighed and looked out of Ute peaked win
dow

Far down the road she could see a
cloud of dust Corniag nearer tbe cloud
showed itself the forerunner of an auto-
mobile

Tbe bte machine swerved out of the
road and into Miss Cynthias own drive
It stopped at her door and she had to

of the peaked window to
see Martha In her gingham apron speak-
ing to occupant

Miss Cynthia could net hear a word
and she almost fell over Ute sill In the
effort to satisfy her curietty She saw
Martha Ann go ta and presently she
felt a pun at the back of her dress

Goodness Martha Ann said crossly
called and called ad I couldnt make

you hear That man waste something

What Miss Cynthia gasped But
be doesnt look Ate a tramp Martha
Ann

Tramps doat ride te automobiles
Martha Ann wed be says hes been
riding aH the morateg and he just
couldBt aad a place to eat and he would
be sled to pay for ameaL He understood
that we took boarders be said

Well you go down and hurry theso p
and make aa omelette and some hot bis-
cuits aad I wm talk to him Martha
Ann

Youd better stop in your room and
primp a little Martha Ann advised
bes awfully good looking

I

1

with

are

I
to

wor-
ried

bid

was

woes

cl eel

sore en-
tered

morning

libel

good

the

ent

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

The Mea sold Mies Cynthia with
dignity

She was a little sorry however when
she reached the sttUagroom that she had
not taken Ute girfs advice For the man
that sbe greeted was big and blood and
prosperous teokteg It developed that
he shirred his grammar but as be leaned
back is UM btggast rocking chair and
talked ta ids hearty voice Miss Cynthia

attractive
I expect you think its queer my

droppta ta on you this way be said
as Martha Ann announced lunch But
I couldnt pass the prpptes and the
peonies te the yard My mother used to
have an oMfashioned garden and there
was something abut yours that reminded

of K
a homecooked meat A man gets tired
of hotels

Over tile steaming savory soup be ex-
panded still more

This Is tbe Mad I Wee he said With
all the vegetables In It and herbs Ill betyouve got a lot of herbs tied up In your
attic my mother had She said the attic
and I used to think so too

Sibs Cynthia felt that at last she had
met an uaoerstaadtac tout

Would you to go up after lunch
site asked tageely there Is a foe view
from tbe Nttte dormer window

Mr how nice It smells said the big

tblas favorite corner TIle black diary
toy open by his His caught tbe

Lmta el
Tfc-

Oh tommyrot be said did you
write that

Yes Mfes Cynthia admitted Byron
sid tt you know

Well be dMnt Know what he was
talking about Why If I loved a woman
I should jut love her all over no halfway business for me

Oh Miss Cynthia gasped There was
something In Ills tone that made his
statement next door to a declaration
fervency that positively thrilled ber

I am awfully glad I came he said
as they went downstairs I am a strang-
er In this neighborhood but If you will
let me come again I will be mighty glad
It like my own folks

You must come real often Miss Cyn-
thia urged and hoped that Martha inn
would net hear her invitation

Gee this is the way to live said
surveyed tbe quiet garden the family
of gray posy cats te the snnnv porch
corner the gray horse te the paddoc-

kI should think traveling around te
your automobile would be interesting
Miss Cynthia vestured

Well tie be agreed Do you like

have never been te one Miss Cyn-
thia admitted

What he asked Oh look here
you run right up and put OB your hat
and ril tak

said Miss Cyatbte an aflutter
I w adr If I

Of course you can said the gentle-
man securely I woat run away withyou

Safe In her own room Mies Cynthia
consulted Martha ABB

Youd better go with us she said
I dont think its quite proper Martha

Ann do
I wouldnt go te one of them things

If youd give It to me Martha Ann
said and hes all right I saw her name
on a buadle of papers be left In Ute au-
tomobile Hes Andrew Brigs the mil
lionaire thats bought Ute factory He te
building a church and a library for the
town and I guess hes respectable

Miss Cynthia dressed te a whirl Of
what account was that little romance ofyears ago when at her gates was aprince like this

She came down four yards of
white chiffon tied around her bat It
had been bought for a waist worn
as a veil It made a faecteattag fraate
for her Rushed Itttle face She had
loosened her Mil and tile soft brown
curls gave youthfulness to her expres-
sion

Mr Briggs eyed her with appreciation
Im awfully glad 1 met you be said

again as he helped her into his ear
Martha looked after them as tbey

whirled down the long white road
Well I never she remarked to Ute

pucsv cats Did you ever see two peo-
ple take to each other like that I bet
It will be a match

And it was
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REFLECTIONS OF A BACHELOR GIRL-

By HELEN ROWLAND

Oae touch of highball makes the whole world spin
A doesnt really live until she Is married and after that stys

sometimes doesnt want to live
man who kisses a woman at the first opportunity Is either a fool

or a cad the man who waits for the second opportunity te a philosopher
tbe mesa who waits for the third opportunity Is a speculator and the man
who waits any longer Is a freak

Xo man was se bald that a woman couldnt make him Mash with
pleasure by telling him what a pretty color his hair must been

In the face of a mans childlike vanity It is so dlOcaK for a girl to
decide to be ready when he arrives and thereby leek as though she had
been waiting for him or to keep him waiting and look as though she had
been primping for him
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TIs best for man to be sqnare but a woman Is more lucky to be
round

p

I

woman

have

a

PARKER BRIDGET COMPANY Ninth and the Avenue

Store closes during heated term at at 6
1

The same policy which this store has pursued for many
years of carrying no stock over from one season to the
other makes it imperative to inaugurate today our

OUR ENTIRE STOCK OF

method of conducting business assures you the newest fashions
each season and enables us truthfully to claim that not a garment was
carried over which in itself has made for this store an enviable reputa-
tion and prestige

The ParkerBridget annual markdown sale is so well known to the
men of this city and its advantages are so obvious that its mere announce
ment is sufficient to throng our mens clothing section for days

To those however who may be unacquainted with this important
annual trade event we will state that

r

It comprehends our entire summer stock of
2 and 3 piece sack exception

t

Mens and Youths 112 Suits for 909
and Youths 15 Suits for

Mens and Youths 18 Suits for
9and Youths 120 Suits

and Youths 25 Suits for
and Youths 30 Suits for
and Youths 35 Suits for

sin 7-
o

27 IT

11425-

to 3

2175
S252S

The original price tickets will be found on every garment Cut the
above price scale out of the it with your own
selection if you wish and deduct the sale price from the regular price
The difference is yours
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FROM WOMANS
POINT OF VIEW

Heroic measures are necessary to re-

duce flesh and because women have not
the patience and persistency needed to
get rid of unwelcome weight we
many of them accepting tile discomfort-
of shortened breath and the humiliation
of less of pad looks Reason as you
may extremes are sot attractive but
while the thin woman can conceal her
lack by a clever arrangement of clothing
superfluous flesh refuses to hide under
any covering

There are harmless methods of reducing
weight but ao particularly pleasant sass
There are women who take great risks
like one I knew who purchased two bet-
ties of very expensive aMdktae and felt
no regret when one exploded M tile closet
Sbe was too 111 to consider anything very
deeply for one bottle put her In bed for
a month with the constant attendance of
the family doctor and lost only a few
ounces of flesh at that The same woman
refused to seriously consider a system of
diet and exercise such as stagers have
lend very satisfactory

I lived In neighboring apartments to
those of a wealthy woman who was eo
intent p losing flesh that she died dur-
ing the process SIte literally starved to
death for site cut down her food supply
so vigorously that her health was under-
mined When she realized her danger it

too Iota to remedy Ute evil There is
ao denying that most of as set tee much
aad a good bk of elimination might be
used without bad results There should
mat be too long aa Interval between
meals but the amount of rood might

down

This Is the method employed by society
women who realize that youth and flesh
do not go together A slender body makes
many a grandmother a dangerous rival
to a younger woman and to secure and
keep a good figure after years pOe up te
not an easy matter The laws of life

to the accepted beauty code
mean care in every department but the
stomach conies first Tears of experi
ment ought to teach a woman what she
can eat and drink with good results and
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what she should avoid how many hours
of sleep she needs at night and how
much rest she should take through the
day-

I doubt if any of us ever had too much
fresh air and exercise We can sleep too
much though the great majority gets
much too small a portion of natures
sweet restorer Natural slumber is not
the rule woman squirms te
bur bed tin her hair is a mass of tangles-
I know one woman sleeps naturally
one who quietly slips into an easy posi-
tion between tbe sheets doses her eyes
goes to sleep like a child and does not
alter her position all night Xe matter
bow weary she may get through the day
she is thoipughty rested after her nights
steep because site has the art of

all care and thoroughly relaxing
and brain BErrr BKADEEK

HATS FOR CHILDREN

The nicest little hats may be made for
the the family with the least
expense trouble of pique It is only
accessary to cut two circles of the

for the brim sew them together avid
bind them with white tape Cut a smaller
circle from the center of this to fit the
head of the child and bind this in the
same way The brim Si then meshed

To make the crown cut another cir-
cle of the pique about the same size as
the brim This does not need to be
lined bind it and make buttonholes
around tile edge Then sew small

around the inside circle of the brim
aad the whole hat Is complete

Needless to say a machine does
to help tile making of these easy

little hats and when they are finished
they Reed oply be unbuttoned to make
the cleansing process simple in the

Sometimes clever mothers prefer the
hats to be made of material to match
the dresses and then scraps may be
utilized A yard square will make a hat
When really dressy ones are desired they
are made of linen and scalloped round
the edge with a buttonhole stitch But
after aH childrens garments are pretty
if neatly mode without much trimming
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UNDER

Ways of the Engaged Couple
Married and the Woman
It takes an umbrella to denote the

changes and chances of this mortal life
Xow when you see a man holding an

umbrella over a woman and cataracts
pour over that mans tat you can be cer-
tain that denotes courtship

If he lets the rate drip oa the
womans hat and dowa her neck there
isnt the slightest doubt that signifies
marriage

When an umbrella is placed te a rack
OB a rainy day It denotes almost invari-
aHy a change in ownership and lastly
when aH umbella Is carried te a position
calculated to remove any ones eye it

to a million a woman is li anted it

HUSBANDS AND WIVES

Mistaken
lea the Bobtaha

Ah I see you are married exclaimed
the sercnaat-

Xo sir replied the apatteant fer a
position I get this in a railroad
accident

A Matter of Surprise

WWew Peer dear he lived
only three months after our marriage

OM Jenkins Aherat As loss as that

HI Explained

He Scraggs seems Vary happy for a
man test returned from Ute bertel of one
of his wifes dearest friends

SbeIndeed Wife was It
He Her pug

HoweH Is your wife a Wonder a
brunette

FevrettI think she is a chameleon

Wanted
From ten Optewo

made remark to my wife
last week and sbe has not spoken to me
since

RobInsOn eagerly What was It
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METHOD OF PERSUASION

Row a Determined Mother Obtained
a Voluntary Confession

Fras TttrBKc
It becomes evident from the following

story which balls from a North country
town that there are widely varying ideas
te existence as to what constitutes

testimony on any subject
DM I understand you te say that this

boy voluntarily confessed his share In the
mischief dose to tbe scbooUwoseT asked
the magistrate addreoateg the determined
looking female parent of R small and dirty
boy Barged with betas concerned In a

raid upon an unpopular schoolmaster
Yes sir ho dM the woman respond

ed I Just had to persuade him a little
and then he told me the whole thing vol-
uatarfly

How did you persuade queried
his worship

I gave loin a good Hcking
tile arm parent and then I put him

to bed without supper and I took his

twas tile rat of his days aad I should
lick him agate te the morning And In

than half as boar he told me the
whole story voluntarily

When Society Is Serioas

People who inveigh against the frivolity
of seelety dont know what they are talk
lag about tIN higher you go ta socUI
circles tbe more solemnity do you find

For sheer unmitigated seriousness noth
lag can equal that found IB a country
house where the party is eotpoeed of
people of sixteen qnartertags all presum-
ably collected for the purpose of mutual
amusement Not even the Nonconformist
eOBSdeaee on Sunday could be more over
wbekategtr grave

Strange

How tons It seam to be
asked tbe curious youos tiring

Well replied Her wise frfesd it
seems a little strange at first It was
quite a while before I could get used to
Fitting down to supper and not having
any one to kick about the food

Xarsrest Marnlns Circulation
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